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by Peter J. Waldron

The North Hall Update 
At the September Eastern Market Community 

Advisory Committee meeting, Barry Margeson, 

interim market manager, reported there has been 

an avalanche of inquiries about the North Hall 

(capacity 750), a huge potential revenue source for 

the Eastern Market. Margeson is now  engaged in 

fi nding a balance between strong revenue growth 

and appropriate community use as mandated by the 

Market legislation. 

Margeson presented a complicated draft price 

structure of rental rates which act as current book-

ing prices. Weddings, fundraisers and receptions 

prices range from $ 2800 to $5100 depending on 

the hours, time of day and the number of expected 

guests. Community groups and Hill residents are to 

be off ered a discounted structure with prices start-

ing at $150 for “instructional events” and growing to 

between $500 to $1000 for public or private arts and 

community events. 

EMCAC members raised a number of salient 

issues. Its members were in near unanimity that the 

pricing was too confusing and needed to be simpli-

fi ed. Other concerns were how and when the space 

could be made available for community groups, the 

break-even cost of an event, and the defi nition of 

who is a community member when in the end it 

has been District taxpayers who have paid for the 

Market restoration. Costs for a typical event which 

include management and maintenance are expected 

to be $400 according to Margeson. Alcohol may be 

served, but there are some restrictions. 

Currently the North Hall has held one major 

fundraiser with 18 events scheduled over the next 

three months: among them a square dance, a Girl’s 

Rock benefi t and the return of the tango classes 

held weekly before the fi re. Larry Gallo, EMCAC’s 

Treasurer, asked for fi nancial data, a budget and a 

fi nancial plan for both the Market and specifi cally 

the North Hall and this request was echoed by other 

EMCAC members. 

For information on booking an event contact 

Barry Margeson at 202-741-0940 or barry.marge-

son@dc.gov. 

Progress on Punch List 
Eastern Market crowds were strong through the 

traditionally slow months of July and August. Th e 

South Hall’s list of unfi nished construction items at 

the time of the opening was 44 pages, due in part to 

a mayoral commitment to get the Market open by 

summer. According to John Crudele, Senior Super-

intendent of Forney Construction, the contractual 

documents are being reviewed carefully with the last 

of the major issues being the tweaking of the new 

sophisticated computerized HVAC system and its 

coordination with skylight ceiling fans and windows 

that are temperature dependent. Crudele, in wrap-

ping up the Market restoration project, said: “Th ere 

are no big things to do. We are down to one page.” 

However, since the opening of the $20 million 

renovation project, the newly plastered walls have 

developed signifi cant cracks along the northwestern 

wall. A whole section of wall has now been removed 

and samples are under study. According to Crudele, 

“It is not a normal thing. Th e plaster is being evalu-

ated and then we will take corrective action.” 

Another issue which clearly aff ected 

business was the horrifi c stench ema-

nating from the walk-in refrigeration at 

Market Poultry, which spread through-

out the Market. Th e initial cause accord-

ing to owner Mel Inman was that no 

drain had been installed in the refrig-

erated unit. Th en when the drain was 

installed, it was done incorrectly, leaving 

no way to drain off  water and decom-

posing chicken parts. According to In-

man, his business and that of adjacent 

merchants suff ered even as the Market 

soared through its opening months. In-

man, shaking his head in relief that this three month 

ordeal is over, says: “It is fi xed now. It killed my busi-

ness. But I am pleased with the city. I am happy to 

say they have done what is necessary “ 

Newly purchased display counters are too high 

and inaccessible to both customers and employees 

many of whom continue to stand on plastic milk 

cartons. Th e solution of whether to lower these units 

or replace them awaits a decision by Market archi-

tects, Quinn Evans. Th e Capitol Hill Community 

Foundation has again stepped forward and off ered 

to pay part of this cost with revenues raised from the 

community after the April 2007 fi re. 

Eastern Market Community Advisory Com-

mittee representative and owner of Union Meats 

Bill Glasgow predicted throughout the post fi re 

planning that strong light produced from the re-

stored windows and new skylight would produce 

discoloration of meat and fresh food products. Th ree 

months after the June opening, market management 

is now testing blinds for blocking out strong daily 

light. “Th e light is cooking Bill’s meat in the cases 

and killing my fl owers” said Angie Brunson of Blue 

Iris Flowers.

 

Hine & Weekend Flea Markets 
Ken Golding, a partner at Stanton Development 

/ East Banc, which was awarded the redevelopment 

rights to the closed Hine school, said that there is 

no intention to end the weekend fl ea market, noting 

that part of the winning Hine proposal includes the 

placement of the fl ea market along the newly creat-

ed C St as well as space in the interior piazza which 

will also be populated with shops and restaurants. 

Groundbreaking is expected to take place, according 

to one source familiar with the details, in late 2011. 

Hine is the site of the two privately managed week-

end fl ea markets. 

Golding states there are a multitude of issues to 

be worked out with the District and several public 

Eastern Market Watch
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EMCAC Elections 
EMCAC will hold elections for offi cers at its October 21st 
monthly meeting beginning at 7:00PM at the Old Naval 
Hospital. There will be an additional election for the
independent community seat. Interested residents are 
welcome to contact Donna Scheeder at dsch@loc.gov 

Mayoral Appointment 
Just announced, Neil Albert, the City Administrator, has 
been appointed by Mayor Fenty to EMCAC and will serve 
as the Mayor’s representative.

Mel Inman stands inside his repaired freezer. 
Photo: Andrew Lightman
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TraumaticTraumatic
Stress Studies, PLLCStress Studies, PLLC

Thoughtful treatment of trauma, depression, and stress

Judy B. Okawa, Ph.D.
Licensed Clinical Psychologist, jokawa@gmail.com

202-544-6060
1308 Constitution Ave., NE               

Therapy, psychological evaluations, consultation and training

agencies including EMCAC, 

but makes clear that “we will 

provide space on Saturday and 

Sunday” for the fl ea markets. 

One suggestion proposed is that 

lower 7th St. be closed from C 

St. to Pennsylvania Ave. during 

the construction to accommo-

date the fl ea market. 

Tom Rall, operator of the 

Sunday fl ea market who has 

been severely impacted by the 

loss of revenue from the North 

Hall with its lease expiration, 

worries that he will not be pro-

tected and thus displaced in 

this complicated process. Rall, 

instrumental in the incubation 

and growth of the fl ea market 

for 26 years, contends it was 

his promotional work while the 

Market advertising was other-

wise fallow that was singular in 

driving the arts and craft mar-

ket forward. “For 26 years I was 

the only promoter for Eastern 

Market. It fell on my shoulders 

totally. Th ere was no consistent 

advertising except from me. I 

spent almost $250,000 in out-

of-pocket expenses.” 

Carol Wright, whose Sat-

urday fl ea market has been op-

erational since 1997, insists that 

her contract must be honored. 

“Everything is status quo for the 

next 15 months” she said. Wright 

actively supported Stanton De-

velopment/East Banc in its bid 

and the payoff  is they “made the 

commitment of a long term re-

lationship.” Wright responded 

by email about the impending 

disruption: “We know we have 

to be fl exible. If we could make it 

through a market fi re and recon-

struction, the construction of a 

tent( the East Hall) , the closing 

of Hine, the creation of a park-

ing lot and -- most diffi  cult of all 

-- the streetscape [construction] 

while never missing a day’s busi-

ness, we feel we are experienced 

at being fl exible.”  

Currently both Rall and 

Wright have contracts with Dis-

trict of Columbia Public Schools 

through 2010, but these become 

problematic if and when the 

District turns the property over 

to Stanton/East Blanc.  ★ ★
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Claire P. Cargill, DDS
Capitol Hill family Dentist

We offer complete Dental Care 
for adults and children.

Eastern Market Metro Stop
1009 E Street, SE • Washington, DC

202-547-2491
Free parking • Handicapped Accessible • Major Insurance Plan Accepted
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A 
school day at Eastern Senior 

High School still seems re-

markably normal. Th e stu-

dents still chat in the hallways in 

between class, they still participate in 

extracurricular activities and cheer on 

their football team, and the gymna-

sium is fi lled with the smell of school 

lunch food and the sound of students 

milling around.

But in this far from normal year, 

the school is shut down, with work 

underway on a top-to-bottom over-

haul of the nearly 300,000-square-foot 

building. Classes are held in the “stu-

dent learning complex” covering the 

tennis courts just east of the schools.

A spokesperson for the Offi  ce of 

Public Education Facilities Modern-

ization, the DC agency responsible 

for updating the city’s schools, said 

that the complex cost about $1.5 

million to build. Keeping the regular 

school open during construction and 

closing off  individual sections of the 

building at a time would have cost 

about $5 million.

Th e student learning complex is a 

system of trailers connected by elevat-

ed and covered walkways. Th e walk-

ways, which are essentially large decks, 

have been named with input from the 

students and staff . University Lane 

contains the offi  ces college-bound 

students go to for advice on getting 

into and paying for college; Main is 

reserved for the row of rooms housing 

the school’s administration.

Classrooms are just a little smaller 

than the rooms in the school, but in 

many other ways, they are nicer. Th e 

classrooms, and almost everything in 

them, are brand new, a vast improve-

ment on the disrepair found in some 

parts of regular building. 

On a tour of the complex, students 

and staff  said they were pleased with 

the Eastern they will occupy this year.

Stephanie Robinson, a senior, said 

that starting the school year in a dif-

ferent environment was a big transi-

tion, but it also has been exciting.

“It’s good to come to a new place 

and still see faces that you know,”

she said.

“Eastern was a really well put to-

gether school, and this is, too,” said se-

nior Antoinette Barbour. “And being 

outside in between classes is actually 

a great transition for seniors planning 

to go to college.”

Th e OPEFM spokesperson said 

the complex is a lot easier to keep safe 

than the original school building be-

cause there aren’t spots for students to 

hide. Security cameras lining the tops 

of the walkways also keep the com-

plex safe.

Continuing a Strong Tradition
If you ask those familiar with East-

ern for an example of something the 

school is doing right, the health acad-

emy is frequently mentioned fi rst.

Craig English was hired to run the 

academy in 2005, but it had existed 

for about 20 years prior to English’s 

start. English worked in the health 

care industry for 10 years before being 

approached by a friend at the school 

system who told him about the health 

academy job. 

“If you told me then that I would 

be a teacher today … I probably would 

have laughed and said no way,” he said. 

“But I enjoy my job. I’m very lucky.”

Th e health academy currently of-

fers emergency medical technician 

(EMT) and pharmacy technician 

training. Students completing the 
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Eyes on Eastern

Because of construction in the school, classes are 
held in a “student learning complex” just east of the 
school. Photo: Kyle Johnson 

Students leave the student learning complex to get 
lunch at the gymnasium, the only part of the school 
building still in use. The rest of the school will be 
sealed off until construction is fi nished next sum-
mer. Photo: Kyle Johnson.

Life in the Complex
At Eastern’s Temporary Home, School Continues as Usual

by Kyle Johnson



program can become certifi ed in those fi elds, 

helping them seek a career in health after 

graduation.

Hands-on training is a big part of the cur-

riculum. Students practice performing CPR 

on an adult and baby dummy, take a look at 

the skeleton standing in the classroom and 

work at community events.

“We expect our students to kind of re-

ally become a part of that,” English said of 

the students’ work to help the community 

through health service events.

Th e health academy has also partnered 

with outside organizations to enhance learn-

ing and bring in more resources. CVS helps 

run the pharmacy technician training and the 

DC Fire Department helps out with the EMT 

certifi cation. English said he is also looking to 

partner with UDC to start a nursing program 

in the academy and allow students to get 

UDC credit while in high school.

Kenneth Clayton didn’t know he wanted 

to go into medicine before enrolling in the 

academy, but the senior is now focused on 

that occupation. He’s not sure what specialty 

he will pursue, but he said he wants to be “the 

main doctor in the hospital.”

Th e health academy will be one of the 

few holdovers when Eastern’s new academic 

program starts next year. Charity Fesler of the 

school system’s Offi  ce of Portfolio Manage-

ment said that the academy will be expanded 

to include a college preparatory focus.

English is on board with that plan, say-

ing that increasing the “rigor and relevance” 

of the courses will help students succeed.

“We want them to pursue secondary 

study because we know in this day and age 

you can’t just have a high school degree and 

expect a great job,” he said.

Two Years to Prepare
Eastern failed to meet yearly progress 

targets in last spring’s DC Comprehensive 

Assessment System (DC CAS) test, which is 

used to determine if schools are meeting the 

standards of the No Child Left Behind Act.

About 21.5 percent of Eastern’s students 

were profi cient in reading on the test, one 

percent less than the year before. Less than 10 

percent of all students, and less than 2 percent 

of male students, were profi cient in math. Th e 

profi ciency targets were 55 percent for math 

and 57 percent for reading.

Because Eastern’s students have annually 

scored well below the performance targets, 

the school is in its second year of “restructur-

ing” – the No Child Left Behind classifi ca-

tion that calls for dramatic changes at a school 

to improve education. Fesler said this year’s 

scores are one of the reasons “why we are go-

ing through this renovation process,” and said 

improving education at the city’s public high 

schools is one of the greatest challenges fac-

ing the school system.

Sophomore students take the DC CAS 

each spring, and Eastern won’t have any 

sophomores until the 2011-2012 school year.

Having a few years to prepare for the next 

round of tests could help the school perform 

better in 2012, according to Eastern Instruc-

tional Coach Stephanie Reid. She said that 

the teachers have been busy implementing 

the school system’s new teaching and learning 

framework this year, in addition to emphasiz-

ing the importance of literacy and numeracy 

among the students.

Schools can get around the testing perfor-

mance targets if they meet the “safe harbor” 

threshold by increasing student profi ciency in 

a subject area by at least 10 percent in one 

year. If Eastern does not make safe harbor or 

reach the testing goals in 2012, the school will 

have to take some more restructuring steps. 

“Th at’s not going to happen,” Fesler said, 

adding that the school system is optimistic 

that their academic redesign will improve the 

school’s academic performance.

An Opening at the Revolving Door?
As was noted in last month’s column, 

Eastern has had a rotating cast of principals 

in recent years – upon taking over last year, 

Principal William Chiselom was the 11th 

principal over a 13-year span. 

School system offi  cials have not said 

much publicly about Chiselom’s chances of 

retaining his role next year. At a recent plan-

ning meeting, school offi  cials said next year’s 

principal would be identifi ed by January.

Reid’s career has been similar to Chise-

lom’s: both taught at Eastern before moving 

to MM Washington (Chiselom was princi-

pal there), and both came back to Eastern 

last year. Reid said the school is on the right 

track and is ready for next year’s transition to 

a remodeled building and a redesigned aca-

demic program.

Annette Chisolm, an English teacher 

at Eastern, said she was “very biased” about 

wanting Chiselom to stay on as principal be-

cause she has been happy with the progress 

the school has made in his tenure. Chisolm 

started at Eastern last year.

“He is, from what I see, embracing the 

notion that Eastern is a very strong academic 

school,” Chisolm said. “My thinking is in or-

der to move anything forward, you have to 

have some sort of semblance of loyalty.”

Talking broadly, Fesler said that there 

are good and bad things about sticking with 

someone who knows the school and hiring 

someone from the outside.

“I think both have their advantages, and 

that will have to be part of the decision-mak-

ing process going into it,” she said.  ★
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533 8th St SE $1,700,000  Active Sale
C2A-COMMERCIAL
4,973 SF, 2 story structure on 8th St. Corridor of
Barracks Row historic area of Cap Hill near
Eastern  Market & Metro. Building occupies
100% of lot, 2nd fl needs rehab. First floor is
Duron Paint Store.

Kitty Kaupp & Tati Kaupp
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

605 Pennsylvania Ave SE
202-741-1699, kkaupp@cbmove.com

View on www.kittykaupp.com

626 Independence Ave SE $2,500,000  Active
18 units at Eastern Market & Metro. 8-1 BR, 4-1
BR/Den, 6-2BR & total of 13,760 GBA on 6812
square feet lot. 8 parking spaces at rear. Built
1956, 3 story garden style apartments sep
gas/electric meters.

1400-1404 K Street SE  Land Active  Price Reduced 
6000 SF Land Area,  3 Buildable lots, 6 Grand units 2000sf each or 3 2-
Unit Town houses, 13,000 GBA, Blueprints available. Traditional Capitol
Hill design. 1.5 blocks to Pennsylvania Ave, Jenkins Row Condos &
Harris Teeter grocery now open. Potomac Avenue  metro steps away.
Walk to Eastern Market & Barracks Row retail.

800 Maryland Ave NE $845,000
Prestigious corner 8 blocks to US Capitol.
Victorian office building – 4400 sf on 4 levels
light filled by 63 + windows. Opportunity for
rehabilitation for custom office needs and priced
to accommodate owner’s design. View of the US
Capitol, 15 min. to National Airport, and walking
distance to Union Station. Great for non profits,
lobbyists, & Trade Assoc.

142 12th Street NE Active  List Price $1,250,000 
Pristine historic wide bay front Victorian.Light-filled
house w/ windows on 3 sides. 3BRs 2.5BAs +  2BR
2BA unit. 2 car pkg.Formal entry, LR w/ bay gas
fireplace. Center stairs/foyer/library.Formal DR
w/bay & wood FP, pocket door. Heart Pine floors.
PR .Large eat- in kitchen + FamRm. granite,SS appl.
Screened porch  to rear garden & side dog leg for
bikes/grill. Upper level 3 BR's, 2 BA -MBA suite.
2nd porch .Pre-wired cable. 2 BR  rental unit cov-
ers approx 400K of mortgage. 

733 Virginia Ave SE Miles Glass   $5,500,000
Miles Glass. Located on Capitol Hill at the Navy
Yard area at M St & 8thStreets SE on the Potomac
River front. It is located on the corner of 8th
and Virginia Ave. which is part of Historic Barracks
Row Main Street Development.  Total Land Area
14,991 SF, Square 906 Lots 814, 815, 823. Lot
814 4,347 SF Vacant Land ,Lot 815 1,824 SF Vacant
Land, Lot 823 8,820 SF Masonry Structure
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A
lmost a year after the Offi  ce of the Deputy 

Mayor for Planning and Economic Devel-

opment (DMPED) released its short list of 

potential developers for the 50-acre, government-

owned parcel known as Reservation 13, none of four 

teams vying for the $1.5 billion project have heard 

any offi  cial word on the status of the selection pro-

cess.  At the same time, no progress appears to have 

been made on the congressionally mandated land 

swap that would see the General Services Adminis-

tration transfer the site, which currently houses the 

former DC General Hospital and city jail, into the 

District’s portfolio. 

“Th e silence has been deafening,” quipped Joe 

Sternlieb, Vice President of Acquisitions for East-

banc –- one of the four named developers.  “I got a 

nice congratulatory e-mail from the project manager 

for Hill East when we won [an unrelated DMPED 

project], but I don’t think that counts…We had an-

other round of best and fi nal off ers that were due in 

September. DMPED is still working away at it.”

With DMPED’s originally projected fi rst quar-

ter 2009 timeframe for the selection of a master 

developer having come and gone, questions regard-

ing the viability of yet another large scale District 

development have begun to swell.  Th ere are no 

less than four other similarly scaled redevelopment 

projects ahead of Hill East on DMPED’s to-do list, 

including the McMillan Sand Filtration Plant in 

Shaw, continued work on the Southeast Waterfront 

around Nationals Stadium, a new Southwest Wa-

terfront, and the long bandied about Convention 

Center hotel and surrounding retail complex.  

Most tellingly, plans for yet another, from-

scratch development district at Poplar Point in Ward 

8, were scuttled this past January with then Deputy 

Mayor Neil Albert stating, “[In] this extremely chal-

lenging economic environment it is no longer prac-

tical…to pursue the deal structure we currently have 

in place.”

Initially, the 110-acre Poplar Point parcel was to 

be transferred to the District, along with the Hill 

East property, under the Federal and District of 

Columbia Government Real Property Act of 2006.  

Sponsored by DC Congresswoman Eleanor Hol-

mes Norton, that piece of legislation intended to 

free up underutilized federal lands in Washington 

for the benefi t of the District and its residents.  

Nevertheless, Sean Madigan, Director of Com-

munications at DMPED, said by e-mail that there 

was “no news as of yet” on the selection of a devel-

oper for Hill East and that the project off ered “lots 

of assumptions that need to be tested.”  He did not 

respond to follow-up inquiries as to the status of the 

land transfer or the ability of the project to move 

forward in a fragile economic climate.   Similarly, 

representatives of the GSA and Congresswoman 

Norton did not return multiple calls pertaining the 

future of the Hill East property.

 

Development Teams Remain Optimistic
For their part, the four development teams 

shortlisted by DMPED last November are remain-

ing optimistic.  Calvin Gladney is a Managing 

Partner with Mosaic Urban Partners -- one of the 

corporations that, along with Hunt Development, 

heads up HDG Waterfront Partners, whose Hill 

East proposal calls for an entirely green and sustain-

able development at the site.

“We’re still excited and ready to develop Hill 

East as we envisioned…It’s easily a ten year project, 

but in terms of the timing of anything, that remains 

to be seen,” said Gladney when asked how the proj-

ect’s delays and the state of the markets could aff ect 

HDG’s pitch for a fourth DC waterfront destina-

tion.

“Th ere are many large-scale projects still mov-

ing forward.  It’s just a matter of how the projects 
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All Quiet on the Hill East Waterfront
Developers Await Selection, Remain Optimistic

by Hunter Gorinson

LEFT: Extension of Massachusetts Av-
enue from 19th Street to the Anacostia 
River. Photo Credit: Courtesy Deputy 

Mayor for Economic Development.

RIGHT: An aerial view of the devel-
opment site. Photo: Courtesy Deputy 

Mayor for Economic Development.



are set-up and we have a strong 

fi nancial partner.  Yes, we believe 

that we proposed a fi nancially 

feasible and viable project even 

in this marketplace.”

Meanwhile, Eastbanc, the 

only company to vie for Hill 

East without several develop-

ment partners, believes their 

proposed piecemeal approach to 

Hill East –- one that allows for 

leasing and sales to other devel-

opers on an ad hoc, non-specu-

lative basis – could result make 

the project attainable sooner 

rather than later.

“Our approach is to take the 

site and immediately begin pro-

gramming it with interim uses 

and building infrastructure only.  

We’d build the infrastructure 

from 19th Street back to the 

water and create development 

paths that are development-

ready.  As we create value in the 

paths and the market returns, we 

would sell or lease them back to 

the marketplace…for immedi-

ate use,” said Sterlieb.

“So, if how many ever years 

from now, there’s demand for a 

residential, offi  ce, civic or insti-

tutional building or a healthcare 

facility, we can say that the road 

is there, the infrastructure is in 

place and you can break ground 

in six months. All you have to do 

is pull your permits.”

While the economic morass 

of fi nancing such a large proj-

ect all at once could indeed the 

chief concern amongst District 

higher-ups, an October 2008 

presentation to the World Bank 

by DMPED’s former Chief 

Operating Offi  cer and the now 

current Deputy Mayor for Plan-

ning and Economic Develop-

ment, Valerie Santos yields some 

interesting insights to the de-

partment’s planning processes.  

After running down a list 

of three “key federal sites” con-

sidered to be of primary im-

portance to DMPED -- Hill 

East and Poplar Point among 

them – she ended by highlight-

ing the four foremost challenges 

obstructing the District’s plans.  

In the words of Deputy Mayor 

Santos herself, the number one 

obstacle for Hill East and its 

counterparts is not cash fl ow, 

but “bureaucratic inertia.”  ★
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CHUCKBURGER
Realtor

COLDWELL BANKER
605 Pennsylvania Ave., SE

Washington, DC 20003

CAPITOL HILL NE VARIETY PACK!

REAL ESTATE ANSWERS – WWW.CHUCKBURGER.COM

202.258.5316 Cell
202.741.1676 Direct Line

cburger@cbmove.com

531 Tennessee Ave NE
Comfortable 3BR that needs your
touch to meet your needs! 3BR,
full bsmnt, patio/deck, hardwd fls
on one of most popular streets
on Hill! Steps to H Street Main
Street! $489,000

1349 C Street NE 
A Studio House! Excellent
condo alternative at right
price!  Perfect for in
town residence, art studio
or home office! Cheaper
than rent and easy to buy! Excellent condition with huge
back yard! Great value for location!  $215,000

UNDER CONTRACT
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T
he District has picked a lo-

cal development team led by 

Stanton Development Cor-

poration and EastBanc to turn the 

3.5-acre Hine Junior High School site 

into a mixed-use development that 

could reshape the neighborhood.

Th e Stanton-EastBanc plan has 

about 500,000 square feet of total de-

velopment – 200,000 square feet of of-

fi ce space, 60,000 square feet of retail 

and restaurants, and 150 apartments. 

International Relief and Develop-

ment, a nonprofi t currently based in 

Virginia, will move its 200 employ-

ees to the site, and the Shakespeare 

Th eatre Company will consolidate its 

administrative staff  into the site. Th e 

plan also includes 150 below-ground 

parking spaces, but Stanton-East-

Banc representatives said at commu-

nity meetings earlier this year that that 

number could go up in the fi nal plans.

Mayor Adrian Fenty said the 

plans for the site “will make a great 

neighborhood even greater,” citing the 

Stanton-EastBanc ties to the commu-

nity.

Ward 6 Councilmember Tommy 

Wells also praised the pick, saying 

that this will “preserve the character of 

the historic Eastern Market, yet also 

create new family housing and retail 

that supports the community.”

Wells said there will be a “com-

munity driven process” to fi nalize the 

project and ensure that it fi ts in the 

neighborhood.

Reopening C Street
Th e winning proposal calls for the 

reopening of C Street SE between 

Seventh and Eighth Streets, with a 

large piazza located halfway down 

the block. Th e street would be closed 

for special events and the weekend, 

and the weekend fl ea market would 

move to the piazza.

Retail is planned for the ground 

fl oors of both sides of C Street, as 

well as in the new buildings slated 

for Seventh Street and Pennsylvania 

Avenue. Offi  ce space will be located 

above the retail on Seventh Street and 

Pennsylvania Avenue, and residential 

units will be built along Eighth Street 

and the north side of C Street. 

Th e building heights vary 

throughout the planned development. 

Th e residential unit on C Street would 

be four fl oors, with the rest of the site 

having a mix of fi ve- and six-fl oor 

components.

Th e development will also include 

more than two acres of green roofs and 

roof gardens, in addition to a courtyard 

slated for the center of the project.

Th e development team’s proposal 

is not fi nalized, and it could take a 

while before work begins on the proj-

ect. Th e developers will have to seek 

zoning changes for the site and get the 

project through a planned unit devel-

opment process.

EastBanc founder Anthony La-

nier told Real Estate Bisnow that 

groundbreaking could happen late 

next year, but a city announcement of 

the Stanton-EastBanc pick said work 

won’t start until 2011 at the earliest.

Support from the Hill
Stanton-EastBanc’s proposal re-

ceived support from the Capitol Hill 

Restoration Society in June. Th e so-

ciety’s letter to city planners said that 

the proposal was the best plan for the 

Hine site because it refl ected smart 

growth and sustainable development, 

provided more aff ordable housing 

units than other plans, off ered the best 

parking plan and would not hurt the 

weekend fl ea market.

Other groups off ering support 

for the plan include the Stanton Park 

Neighborhood Association and the 

Market Row Association.

Th e Stanton team also had a num-

ber of Capitol Hill allies because of its 

previous work in the area. Th e devel-

oper worked on several buildings at 

the intersection of Seventh Street and 

Pennsylvania Avenue just across the 

street from the Hine site.

Eighth Street SE resident Derek 

Farwagi said that Stanton “has done 

some good work,” and city offi  cials 

have done a good job keeping the 

community informed, but he is con-

cerned about the scale of proposed de-

velopment and what that could do to 

the community. 

“I’ve always questioned the need 

capitolstreets  news

Stanton-EastBanc To
Develop Hine Site
Construction Could Start on Mixed-Use
Development in 2011

by Kyle Johnson

A schematic of the Stanton design for the Hine site. Photo: Courtesy Stanton Development.

The Stanton Development Team 
(from Left to Right):

Mary Lynn Reed, Ken Golding 
and Kitty Kaupp. Photo: Andrew 

Lightman.



for such a huge development 

in a historic neighborhood,” he 

said. “It doesn’t … sit right.”

Farwagi is associated with 

Eyes on Hine, a group repre-

senting 13 households on the 

block of Eighth Street adja-

cent to the Hine site. He said 

Stanton’s preliminary proposal 

refl ects the city’s decision to 

“maximize revenue” out of the 

land without necessarily match-

ing the development to the sur-

rounding community. Norma 

Wright of the Eastern Market 

Metro Community Associa-

tion has publicly shared similar 

concerns since the developer an-

nouncement.

Th e height of the develop-

ment, particularly along Eighth 

Street, is of particular concern to 

Farwagi. Th e proposal calls for 

the highest point on Pennsyl-

vania Avenue. Th e development 

would be shorter on Eighth and 

Seventh Streets – between 40 

and 50 feet tall. 

Farwagi noted that the 

height could change because 

other groups have advocated 

for lower heights. ANC 6B 

commissioners did not support 

a particular development plan 

when weighing in on the issue 

earlier this year, but their guide-

lines for the Hine site recom-

mended a height limit of 60 feet 

on Pennsylvania Avenue and re-

duced heights elsewhere.

In addition to building 

height, Eyes on Hine members 

are concerned that prepara-

tory work on the site (Farwagi 

said the existing buildings are 

“infested with asbestos”) could 

endanger area residents. Farwagi 

hopes city planners also take a 

look at traffi  c eff ects on the area, 

particularly on Eighth Street.

“It’s going to be a pretty dra-

matic change,” he said. 

ANC 6B Commissioner 

Kirsten Oldenburg said the 

city’s pick of Stanton-EastBanc 

is just the beginning of a lengthy 

process, and the community will 

have many future opportunities 

to weigh in and help shape the 

future development.

Visit dcbiz.dc.gov to see the Stan-
ton-EastBanc presentation.  ★
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A 
quick resolution is unlikely for the 

future of the former Eastern Branch 

Boys & Girls Club building, accord-

ing to Chuck Burger, the chair of a task force 

formed by District Councilmember Tommy 

Wells to research the building and provide 

recommendations to the District Council.

Burger said the city won’t offi  cially own 

the building, located at the corner of Mas-

sachusetts Ave. and 17th St. SE, until early 

next year when the sale is closed. Th e Council 

approved emergency legislation in June au-

thorizing the city’s $20 million purchase of 

the Eastern Branch building and two other 

Boys and Girls Clubs’ facilities in Columbia 

Heights and Georgetown.

Th e task force has toured the facility and 

is in the early stages of determining the con-

dition of the site and the time and money it 

will take to make the building suitable for 

use by community organizations. Th e Boys 

and Girls Club has provided an estimate to 

the task force for the repairs needed, but the 

group is rechecking those fi ndings.

“Th e building’s not collapsing, but there 

are several failure points that need to be ad-

dressed,” Burger said. “But it’s like buying a 

house. Th e seller will tell you anything.”

Th e task force is now looking for a struc-

tural engineering team to examine the site 

pro bono, and Burger said the job might be 

off ered to area college students.

Th e Biggest Hurdle
Closing the sale of the building and 

determining the condition of the facility is 

the necessary fi rst step to the reopening of 

the Eastern Branch. Th e next step is a much 

bigger challenge -- fi guring out the site’s 

ideal management structure, one that is fi -

nancially independent and sustainable over 

the long-term.

Hill East organization Neighbors United 

was formed shortly after the Eastern Branch 

site was vacated, and the group’s ultimate goal 

is to run the building and provide a range of 

community services out of the site. Burger 

said the task force has been approached by 

many other organizations off ering “every-

thing from daycare to senior services.”

“We’ve been getting a lot of diff erent 

ideas. Th ere are a lot of successful organiza-

tions on the Hill that need expanded space,” 

he said.

Whoever ultimately runs the building, 

the facility will still be owned by the city, 

according to Wells’ Chief of Staff  Charles 

The Future of the Eastern Branch
Boys and Girls Club

New Task Force Will Determine Best Management
And Financing Structure For Site

A potentially beautiful old building, the Eastern Branch is in much need of repair. Photos: Andrew Lightman

by Kyle Johnson
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Allen. He added that the city 

is technically responsible for 

making necessary repairs to 

the building, but the entity 

running the site could be made 

responsible. 

Without the fi nancial back-

ing of the city or a large foun-

dation, the future tenants face 

a steep challenge and a “pretty 

radical” charge, Burger said. 

Because the property is city-

owned, fi nancing repairs or new 

construction could prove par-

ticularly diffi  cult for the man-

agement structure picked.

Th e Eastern Branch task 

force has collaborated with 

a national organization that 

works with non-profi t groups 

to help them succeed. Th at or-

ganization is working to create 

a best practices list for the task 

force by compiling case studies 

from successful projects that are 

similar to the Eastern Branch.

Th e Last Hurdle
Once the task force works 

through all the questions and 

provides recommendations to 

Wells, community meetings 

will be held and decisions for 

the site will begin to be made.

Allen and Burger said it’s 

too early in the process to de-

termine when the building 

could reopen.

“It all depends on how we’re 

able to structure it,” Burger said. 

“We’re going to do it as fast as 

possible but we’re not going to 

build something that’s not go-

ing to last or not be successful.”
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Chuck Burger is heading the task force 
to determine the best disposition of the 

Esstern Branch
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